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PANTHERS BIG WIN

TUGGIN’ CHANGES

The baseball team had its first win, 14-2,
against Tennessee Tech Saturday.

Tugs, a Greek Week competes, begins
Monday at the Campus Pond.
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“TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID”

Wall of Hate tears down stereotypes, injustice
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor| @DEN_News
Residence Hall Association’s Social Justice and Diversity Week
ended as RHA members and other
students and faculty from Eastern
tore down the Wall of Hate that
had been up all week Friday in the
Library Quad.
The Wall of Hate was constructed throughout the week. People
were able to write various slurs on
cinderblock bricks that they had
been called or heard and took offense to.
Ropes were used to take the wall
down.
Two speakers, counseling and
student development professor
Catherine Polydore and associate director of student standards
Shawn Peoples, were invited to
speak at the tearing down of the
wall.
Polydore began her speech by
asking those at the Wall of Hate to
imagine a world without diversity.
“Imagine a world with light but
no dark, or dark with not light,”
Polydore said. “Everything colored
in a single hue. Would you love
that world?”
Polydore has been the recipient
of hateful correspondence due to
her skin tone and way of speaking.
She spoke of her 13-year-old
daughter tearing up because of
people at school who were picking
on her.
“All I can do is tell her to forgive them, because they don’t know
what they are doing,” she said.
In her speech, she quoted Martin Luther King Jr.
“ Da rk n e s s c a n n o t d r i ve o u t
darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only
love can do that,” she said.
She said she had learned to not
subscribe to society’s idea of beauty
and not to focus on hate.
“Every moment you spend harboring hate, is a moment away
from the pursuit of inner peace,”
she said.

WALL OF HATE, page 5
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Shawn Peoples, an associate director for judicial affairs, assists in pulling down the Wall of Hate Friday in the North Quad. Peoples was also one of the
keynote speakers.

Catherine Polydore, an associate professor in the counseling and student
development program, speaks at the Wall of Hate tear down Friday in the
North Quad. Polydore was the first of two speakers to speak at the event.

Cinder blocks lay in the grass after participants tore down the Wall of Hate
Friday in the North Quad.

Council members up for elections Waste can labeling
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor|@DEN_News
Elections for many positions in the
Charleston community will be on
Tuesday, and both candidates for City
Council member, Jeffrey Lahr and
Tim Newell, have been on the council
before and are running unopposed for
the two open positions.
Newell said he has served on the
council for the past six years.
“During this time I have learned
much about managing a municipality
and the employees who work diligently every day to make this a great community in which to live and work,”
he said. “It has been both an honor
and a privilege to serve in this capacity and I only grow more confident
each year that we are exceptional in

many ways.”
During his next term, he said he
wants to continue working closely
with local businesses, CUSD 1, Eastern, Coles County, the healthcare industry, Mattoon, and Coles Together.
He said he wants to do this to expand Charleston’s services and maximize the city’s opportunities for
growth in Coles County and the surrounding area.
Lahr said he wants to continue
with some of the physical improvements that have already been started.
“The intersections need to be improved, water system, water infrastructure,” he said. “We are working
on moving from the old meters to an
electronic, automated system.”
Some of these improvements have
already been done, such as on Reyn-

olds Drive.
“The water sewer was replaced, the
entire surface of Reynolds Drive redone,” he said.
Resurfacing was also done on
Ninth Street.
“It was all done with a city crew,”
Lahr said. “We saved money by not
hiring a contractor.”
Newell said Charleston never seems
to have a dull moment.
“We seem to always have projects
underway that require approval and
direction by the council,” Newell said.
“It is very interesting and rewarding
to see and be able to collaborate with
the mayor, the city manager and the
team of employees working together
to make Charleston a better place to
call home.”
ELECTIONS, page 5

changed to ‘landfill’
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
Eastern has altered waste can labeling
from “trash” to “landfill” in hopes of increasing the effectiveness of campus recycling.
Ryan Siegel, the campus energy and
sustainability coordinator, said Eastern is
one of many universities enabling recycling programs across the nation.
He said the current common trend is
labeling waste as “landfill.”
Siegel said the term “landfill” was
more descriptive than “waste” or “trash.”
“Placing something in the ‘trash’ gives
a visual of putting something in a black
bag that goes to the curb and disappears,”

Siegel said. “Placing something in the
‘landfill’ gives a visual of actually placing
an item on a pile of items in a big hole.”
Siegel also said the difference between the two mental pictures should
encourage people to use recycling when
possible.
Siegel said the labels were part of an
expansion of recycling services.
“The new labels were to update campus signage and as part of an expansion of recycling services to decrease the
amount EIU sends to the landfill and
to green EIU further,” Siegel said. “State
universities are under a state mandate
to recycle at least 40 percent of their
waste.”
RECYCLING, page 5
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Local weather
MONDAY

TUESDAY

Cloudy

Thunderstorm

High: 62°
Low: 58°

High:73°
Low: 60°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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Coffee Hour bridges link with city
By T’Nerra Butler
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Interdisciplinary Center for
Global Diversity continues to seek
a link between the Eastern and
Charleston community with a plan
to integrate international students,
traditional students and faculty.
The Coffee Hours have been an
open dialogue for members of the
Charleston and Eastern community
to come and talk without a specific
agenda.
Friday’s group opened the floor
with the subject of a “Taste of
Charleston” where many countries
can share their different ethnic foods.
A program where international
students could cook with students in
the community was proposed.
Felix Kumah-Abiwu, an Africana
studies professor, said the idea of
getting these two bodies to interact
would be to get them to understand
the culture in the school system.
He said the community should
find a way to build cultural competence.
“At least one time in the semester, we should do something with diverse cultures,” Kumah-Abiwu said.
“Imagine the conversation that will

spark in homes.”
Connie Clarkson, the clerk of the
Africana studies department, said involvement in the school system will
assist with bringing international
students to Charleston.
“We should work with the high
schools, because they will probably
stay in Charleston,” Clarkson said.
“And in the grade schools too, because they need to start early.”
The group tried to select a venue
to host the variety of foods.
A problem some members of the
group encountered was obtaining a
health permit.
They then came up with the idea
of bringing in a member of the
health department to find out what
they expect.
The participants in Friday’s Coffee Hour also brainstormed ways on
how they could get international students and faculty more involved and
familiar with the community.
Rachel Fisher, the director of student community service, said the
idea of bringing international students to schools will reminded people that education happens everywhere.
Fisher said a number of after school programs will be able to

“At least one time
in the semester we
should do something
with diverse cultures.
Imagine the
conversation that will
spark in homes."
-Felix Kumah-Abiwu,
Africana studies
professor
serve as a practice round in the idea
of international students cooking in
schools; she said the program could
be built into a school course.
The group also brought up the
possibility of a council of elders for
the community.
Jeannie Ludlow, an English professor, said a group of retirees would
probably want to come together and
become a council of elders, foreseeing obstacles in the community.
“The council would be involved
with tasks and projects and we’ll
need volunteers with a commitment
to diversity,” Ludlow said.
Ludlow also shed light on an inci-

T’Nerra Butler can be
reached at 581-2812
or tabutler@eiu.edu.

New RSO brings future teachers together
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
The Golden Apple Scholars is a
new registered student organization
started this spring semester to develop
members into better teachers.
Nathan Gayheart, the vice president of the organization, said the
RSO also wants to help raise funds
for the Golden Apple organization.
“The purpose of our organization
is to educate future teachers and raise
funds for our non-profit organization,” Gayheart said. “We offer amazing opportunities to people who want
to be teachers.”
Gayheart said being a Golden Apple Scholar is a great item to put on
a resume, and the group offers scholarships and summer institute opportunities.
“The only catch is you have to
teach, something teaching majors

were going to do anyway,” he said.
Golene Thrush, the secretary of the
organization, is a 2013 Golden Apple Scholar and said the program is an
amazing experience.
“We get a first-hand experience
teaching in classrooms,” Thrush said.
“It makes us more comfortable in
teaching in the classroom.”
Thrush also said the fact that she
has experienced such a diverse teaching experience has benefitted her in
the classroom.
“I got more experience in diversity. It has really helped me grow as a
teacher,” Thrush said.
Thrush said the new RSO is a good
way to help promote Golden Apple to
education majors.
“Not a lot of education major have
heard about Golden Apple, and they
wish they had sooner,” Thrush said.
“It is a great way in order to help promote Golden Apple.”

The RSO is based on the Golden
Apple Scholars program, a scholarship
program aimed at high school seniors
and first- and second- year college
students who want to teach in highneed schools.
High-needs schools are designated by the program’s website as meeting one of two criteria: schools where
30 percent or more of students are
on free or reduced lunch, or schools
whose state test results show 60 percent of students or less failed to meet
state standards.
According to the program’s website, students who are accepted into
the program must teach at least five
years at schools of need within seven
years of receiving their bachelor’s degree.
Gayheart said the RSO was created this spring semester, and the main
reason was because of Ellie Short, the
current president of the organization.
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dent a couple of years ago where two
African-American students were left
on the side of the road.
Ludlow said the women’s car got
a flat tire and a state trooper spotted
them on the road.
The trooper helped them call a
tow truck and asked the women if
they had a ride back to town, and
they replied the tow truck could
drop them off.
Ludlow said another sheriff
showed up and asked the tow truck
driver to take them home, but the
driver had no room for them.
The sheriff told the women to call
a friend and he left them on the side
of the road.
Clarkson said a reason the Coffee Hour is implemented is for those
kinds of incidents in the community.
“For some reason people have figured that skin color is more important than hair color or eye color,”
Ludlow said. “Different people make
a community richer, not scarier.”
The next Coffee Hour is scheduled to be in the summer.

Get the DEN sent straight to your email!
Sign up today at DENnews.com

“She has a lot of passion for our organization and wanted us to get organized and finally do something,” Gayheart said.
Gayheart also said the long term
goal of the Golden Apple Scholars organization is to educate pre-service
teachers about the opportunities provided by Golden Apple.
“The benefit of our organization
for Eastern students is that we provide information on Golden Apple,”
Gayheart said. “We are people who
experienced what the organization
is about, and we want to spread the
word.”
The Golden Apple Scholars at
Eastern Illinois University meet at 8
p.m. Tuesdays in Room 2442 of Buzzard Hall.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
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By Jarad Jarmon
Managing Editor | @JJarmonReporter
Tugs, where fraternities and sororities will be competing in a series of tug-of-war rounds over the
Campus Pond, will be different to
ensure a more equal playing field
for those competing for Greek
Week 2015.
Complaints were made last year
regarding the tugging lanes each
team pulled on. The west side of
the pond closest to soccer field is
prone to be muddier because of
the tree looming over the lane,
leaving little room for the sun to
dry the mud from previous Tugs
rounds.
For more Greek Week
coverage, including
a Tugs bracket and a
winnings poll, visit:

dailyeasternnews.com

Kent Anderson, the committee chairman of Tugs and Pyramids, said they moved the lane to
the south side of the tree to ensure
more fair grounding for both sides
of the pond.
“This year, there is just huge
tire marks within those lanes. It
is really muddy,” Anderson said.
“We moved it to the other side
just because the grounding is bet-

ter, and it is more equal with the
conditions compared to the pavilion side.”
Despite the west-side lane
move, the east-side lane will remain in the traditional spot north
of the pavilion. This will have the
competitors tugging at an angle
this year.
B y t h e t i m e t h e Tu g s f i n a l
round commences, the fields on
both sides take significant damage as competitor cleats tear into
the once-green fields surrounding
the pond.
To alleviate some of the damage to the field and allow tuggers
more traction as they pull well
into the final round, the lanes will
be expanded in length each day
for better conditions.
The lanes will be set at 18 feet
Monday, 22 feet Wednesday, 26
feet Friday and 30 feet Saturday.
Anderson said this should give
tuggers better footing throughout
the competitions.
The Tugs rounds will be spread
out more evenly this year as opposed to previous years. Five Tugs,
consisting of play-in rounds, will
start at 4 p.m. Monday at Campus Pond.
For Women’s Tugs, Alpha Phi
and Alpha Gamma Delta will face
off. Pi Kappa Alpha and Phi Kappa Theta will tug for the Big Men’s
Tugs. Sigma Phi Epsilon and Sig-
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Spencer Payton, a marketing major, falls and is dragged through the mud
during the first round of of Little Men Tugs at the Campus Pond during the
2014 Spring semester.

ma Chi will be tugging in Little
Men’s Tugs.

Friday and six on Saturday.
“On the second day, there used
to be 12 Tugs,” Anderson said.
“12 Tugs in one day takes a lot of
time. Three hours; a lot of people do not want to be out there for
that long.”
Anderson said this would also
leave more room for the lanes to
recuperate for the next day.
At the start of each round, the
fraternities and sororities tugging will be greeted by the sound
of a train horn instead of a shotgun. Anderson said the university would not allow the use of the
shotgun.
L a s t y e a r, Tu g s b e g a n w i t h
an airhorn as a replacement but
found it to be inefficient. Anderson said no one heard it, so they
switched to a train horn, which
was well heard by those tugging.
Charleston is expected to see
thunderstorms throughout the
week. Anderson said they will still
be tugging in rain, but they would
reschedule remaining rounds if
there is lightning in sight.
He added this is why the rounds
are separated between days, to allow them to reschedule for Tuesday and Thursday.
Jarad Jarmon can be
reached at 581-2812
or denmanaging@gmail.com

This will allow only eight Tugs
rounds on Wednesday, four on

‘Sounds of the World’ provides colorful outlook
By T’Nerra Butler
Staff Reporter|@DEN_News
Pabitra Aryal, a Charleston resident, sang “Resham Firiri,” a song
from her native country of Nepal.
The prideful Aryal was unable to
stop smiling while harmonizing her
country’s song along with two others while on stage.
Venturing across the globe and
back to Eastern’s Grand Ballroom
was the mission for the Association
of International Students’ “Sounds
of the World” Friday evening.
C o u n t r i e s i n c l u d i n g Ne p a l ,
South Korea, India, Saudi Arabia
and China offered pieces of their
culture with dancing and singing.
“Resham Firiri” is a folk song
from Nepal and is often heard at
Nepalese events.
Aryal said music is greater than
the language barrier and is something everyone in the world relates to; she also said “Sounds of the
World” is a cultural exchange for
anyone who is involved.
“I feel that music is a common
thing we all can share, and it’s a

blessing to communicate in a way
like that,” Aryal said.
Students from the different cultures were encouraged to go to
the dance floor and whenever they
heard a song from their country they would find themselves at
the center of the ballroom dancing
along to the music.
Xueting Sun, a graduate student,
played a traditional Chinese flute
using a TaoDi, the oldest Chinese
wind instrument.
“I used two flutes; one is a normal sound and the other is a higher
sound,” she said.
Sun, who has been in America
since last semester, said she likes the
education system. She said “Sounds
of the World” brings all the countries together in a diverse way.
“I like music; music makes me
relax, and ‘Sounds of the World’
is all the music of the world,” Sun
said, “Music (has) no boundary, no
world, everybody can understand
music, and that’s perfect.”
When audience members first
walked in the room, the association gave them black, blue or

Talent Show

red balloons.
As the night progressed, Shifa
Shamim, the president of the association, told everyone to pop their
balloons and instantly the room was
filled with the booming sounds.
Three numbers from the different color balloons were picked and
those individuals received an Association of International Students Tshirt.
Activities including musical
chairs, a cultural trivia game and a
newspaper dance were played at the
program.
The newspaper dance involved
audience members dancing on
top of a newspaper until the music stopped. When the song ended, participants folded their newspaper and continued to dance on
the small sheet. The person who did
not fall, received an association Tshirt.
Jaesuk Lim, the public relations
chair for the association, is from
South Korea and has been in the
states for three months. Lim said he
spent time in the military and then
moved to Canada.

Ap ri l 6, 2015

Lim said sometimes international
students have a sense of loneliness
because they are away from their
families and friends.
Lim also said he is interested in
public relations, and being a part of
the public relations committee for
the association helps him to get a
hands-on feel.
Ayeshah Hussain, the treasurer
for the association, said joining the
association has aided her in getting
back to her own culture.
“There has to be something that’s
culturally diverse and I joined AIS
to understand my background of
being Indian,” Hussain said. “Since
I moved here I got lost with it; it
was a nice way to get back in touch
with my culture.”
The last performance included the Saudi Club, which consisted
of six members dancing to a formal
Saudi dance called “Ardah” while
clothed in the Shemagand and
Thoeb. They followed the dance
with a Saudi Arabian guitar called
an Oed.
Rajasri Pingili, the organizational
officer for the association, said di-

versity is needed in a thriving community.
She said if everyone were the
same, there would be no variety.
Pingili said “Sounds of the World”
encourages a colorful outlook.
“If you put the same flowers in
a vase it’s plain, but if you bring all
the colors from all types of flowers
to this vase, it will bring a different
look, a different feel and that’s what
all of this brings to Eastern,” Pingili said.
Pingili said when she first arrived
to America she was scared because
of the language barrier. She said she
was not sure if people would shun
her because of her accent.
“I was shy to talk to others from
different countries, but we learn
from a variety of cultures,” Pingili
said. “Pakistan and India are complete rivals, but here we’re talking to each other, we are friendly,
we help each other and that’s something.”
T’Nerra Butler can be
reached at 581-2812
or tabutler@eiu.edu.

What’s Happening at EIU?

Tarble Exhibits | 10 AM - 5 PM
Southwestern Pottery and Weavings and Graduate Art exhibits on display

hosted by The Agency

Film Screening - “Lives Worth Living” | 4 - 6 PM
Documentary film that chronicles of the history of the American disability rights movement; Doudna

Thursday, April 9th 7pm
Pemberton Grand Hall

Quanah and Cynthia Ann Parker: The History and the Legend Exhibit | All Day
Booth Library’s spring program and exhibit series; free and open to the public

Entry fee:
$1 or a canned good
to be donated to the
Salvation Army

Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com

Don’t miss a minute of coverage!

Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!
@den_news
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Kevin Hall

Methodical,
musical
meditation
Before leaving for class everyday I frantically pat each of my pockets in search for one
thing.
You would assume that it would be a pencil or pen, but no.
Almost 95 percent of the time I am searching for my headphones.
Understandably so, I could see how one
would negate this as being a classroom essential.
But in my defense, they are not for classroom enjoyment, but merely used as an emotional stimulate.
Mentally preparing every other day to sit
in a classroom for at least an hour and 15
minutes or if I’m really lucky an hour and 45
minutes at a time, my eye lids begin to feel as
though they weigh two tons apiece just visualizing a professor spewing non-stop information at me.
However, this hypnotic-like trance is counteracted by me plugging my headphones into
my ears before going to class.
Music has always been a way for me to alter
time but when dealing with the likes of preparing for class the sounds of hard bass and
vulgar rap lyrics sooth my soul.
Granted it’s not necessarily the actual lyrics that transport me through time more so
than it is sound, melody, and the length of
the song.
As I sit front and center of the classroom,
as I normally do, I usually find myself having
a staring contest with the clock and I’ve yet to
be the victor.
When sitting in a class for an hour and 45
minutes, the clock never really seems as if it is
on your side, but that is where my musically
inclined senses come in.
I begin to not tell the time in a matter
of seconds, minutes, or hours, but by song
length.
Songs not only help keep track of time in
no less than about three minute increments,
but it also gives me reason to fill more upbeat
and energized about class.
Before heading into class I am normally listening to a specific playlist and the songs designated on each list pose a purpose in making my class day go by just a bit more expediently.
It’s not until you find yourself stalking the
second hand on the clock and realizing that
to no avail, no matter how hard you stare at
it, the hands still seem as if they are ticking in
slow motion.
At this point, one can grow a feeling of distain toward what to most is an inanimate object, but to others can be considered one of
the key essentials that gives purpose to your
day.
But I seem to have found the answer, and
it’s something that most of us use on a daily basis.
I’ve found that by having a song play continually through my head while listening to
lecture makes my ears ring even less and my
eyes stay wide until the very end.
Kevin Hall is a senior journalism major and
can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Eastern offers its students diverse, social opportunities
Those who attend Eastern do not come for a
big time, city-university feel.
Most people think the town holds the smalltown ideologies and opinions of the residents;
however, for a majority of the year, students
dominate the population of the town.
When a college town is populated by a majority of college students, the students make up
a majority voice, whether they know it or not.
The students at Eastern promote what they
love, and protest for what they want to make
better. These issues are often diverse or thoughtprovoking topics.
Though Eastern and Charleston are small,
there are diverse issues that are addressed and
made known.
On Eastern’s campus Thursday, an array of
events supporting diverse groups on campus
took place. The Sexual Assault Counseling and
Information Service marched for sexual assault
awareness, titled “Take Back the Night.”
This event gave students the medium to speak

about sexual assault, and to not be ashamed if
having experienced sexual assault.
Pride had multiple panelists speak on their
coming out stories and issues those in the
LGBT community face.
Students brought emotional and personal stories into the public light to help those who are
struggling with their sexual identity, as well as
educate people who wanted to learn further information firsthand.
Korean and Japanese music, fashion and
drinking cultures were explained during “KPop, J-Pop, and Asian Popular Culture Panel Discussion” as part of Asian-American Heritage Month.
The discussion displayed a culture not typically experienced at Eastern, and allowed for people
to learn about a different form of entertainment.
On a seemingly typical weeknight, Eastern
became a place to learn and explore different
cultures and issues, crossing race, gender and
sexual identity barriers.

Eastern students and the Charleston residents
are easily exposed to these diverse issues, and
they have the ability to widen their horizons.
People often complain about the lack of diversity from a small town, but that is not the
case for Charleston.
People from diverse backgrounds come to
Eastern each year, and with those diverse minds
come diverse passions.
If students took the time to break out of their
typical social group or extra curricular routine,
they could learn another student’s passion, possibly making the passion their own.
Despite the surface size of Eastern, the university enables students and residents to be educated on not only academic topics, but social
and cultural topics as well.
It is not the size of the town or university, but
the diversity that comprises it.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Someone woke up on the stabby side of the bed
Last week, I was reading the news when I had
the lovely pleasure of reading about a boy from
my town who stabbed a girl’s parents in their
home while they were sleeping because the girl
called him ugly.
Don’t worry, the parents both survived, but
what is most appalling about this story is that
when I looked at the Facebook comments on
the headline, almost every comment was about
how “that’s what they get for raising a bully” like
somehow it was the girl’s fault her parents got
stabbed by the boy.
I’m not here to say bullying is okay, it’s far
from it, and no the girl probably shouldn’t have
called the boy ugly, but that being said, the boy
was in no way justified to break into her home
and use excessive violence against her or her family.
The comments on my page made me worried.
It seems like the idea of having a “tough skin” is
falling to the wayside.
While I believe that you shouldn’t ignore
everything, and you should eventually stand up
for yourself if you’re having serious problems, I

Kaycie Brauer
think actions like this boy decided to take are in
no way appropriate or defendable.
If I walk out to my car tomorrow and for
some reason my neighbor is getting into his as
well, but he pauses briefly to call me some dirty
name, as offended as I might be, I have almost no
viable options than to suck it up and move on.
Imagine me slashing his tires or something
and having to explain to the cops why I did it. I
guarantee as much sympathy that I would get
would be muffled laughter and some serious
fines.
Even if I don’t react in an extreme matter, any
sort of tattling in that case would just instantly

lead to a he-said-she-said argument that gets me
nowhere.
If my neighbor consistently did this or in a
more offensive and aggressive manner maybe
then I could bring in an outside party, but even
though my neighbor might be a jerk and in the
wrong, it doesn’t give me the right to be ridiculous either.
People in this world are going to be crappy.
That’s just how people are. They are negative,
unnecessary idiots who do and say stupid things,
and if we go around waging wars with them
over every little thing instead of just reminding
ourselves that we are better than that, then we
are going to end up very frustrated, angry, and
unhappy people.
Remember that saying they teach you in kindergarten when a kid breaks another kid’s crayon because he broke his? Two wrongs don’t make
a right. And furthermore, stabbing people is not
okay. Ever.
Kaycie Brauer is a senior English major and
can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com.
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Balancing act

»

“You all have a choice to be a vehicle
of positive change.”
Peoples spoke after her, saying everyone has experienced or knows someone
who experience hateful words.
She told a story about her experience
with these words.
“My first experience being called the
n word happened when I was a student
at EIU,”she said.
She was walking down the street,
when a car with white men came up
and started calling her and her friends
the n-word.
“I was coming to this place for comfort, and friendship,” she said.
Despite what happened, she did not
let this act define her or her experience at
the university.
“I want to hopefully leave this as a
better place,” she said. “I do not want
anyone else to experience what I did.”
She said by tearing down the wall,
participants were taking back their power.

»

KE VIN HALL|THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Ryan Kallas, a senior athletic training major, walks across his Slackline Sunday in the South Quad. Kallas said he has been trying to become proficient
in balancing on the line for several weeks now.

Student Government
candidates to debate
There will be a candidate debate at 7 p.m. in the Oakland
Room in the Martin Luther King
University Union on Monday. The

candidates are running for positions in the student government,
including senators and the executive board positions.

WALL OF HATE

ELECTIONS
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RECYCLING

“This is not who we are,” she said. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“You have power, we all have the power,
to make change.”
After the speakers, 12 to 15 people
held each rope to tear down the wall,
People cheered and clapped as the cinder
blocks fell to the ground.
Mark Hudson, director of housing
and dining, said the cinderblocks would
be used for backfill for projects on campus after they were crushed up.
Christopher Pickard, vice president of
RHA, said the week was very successful.
“There was good turnout throughout
the week,” he said.
Polydore said it was symbolic for the
wall to be torn down.
“I am saddened it is necessary,” she
said. “I feel like I have the opportunity
to be an active participant against hatred
and social injustice.”
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Both council members are considering
how state funding would affect Charleston as a local government.
“As a municipality, we are governed by
state law and regulations that can have an
immediate and direct impact on our local
budget,” Newell said. “We are currently
concerned about the possible loss of sales
tax revenue and the effects this may have
upon our 2015-16 budget due to proposed cuts by the state to reign in debt.”
Lahr said while some money came
from local property taxes, it also comes
from state funding. He said some state
money is in jeopardy.
“What plans we have is depending on
what the state and local funds are,” he
said.
Newell said the economic conditions
of the country can also affect the economy of Charleston.
“The economy took a downturn over
the past few years and we have felt the impact of that event just like any other municipality,” Newell said. “Fortunately, we
have a great team of leaders who work
hard to be good stewards of available resources.”
Newell said people can sometimes be
impatient with the vacant storefronts and
lack of new business, and while this is a

»

challenge, the city leaders are working to
find a solution.
“We are working with a consulting
firm and have hopes of a turnaround in
this area as the economy recovers,” he
said.
Lahr said helping these people feel involved in their community can be challenging, but the benefits of having students outweighed the challenges.
“As a liaison of the city, I try to reach
out, help them become a part of the community,” Lahr said. “The transient populations as a very good opportunity as
well. I would hate to see what Charleston
would look like without Eastern.”
Voting will be from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday in various polling places depending on where voters live, including the
Bridge Lounge Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union, the Newman Catholic
Center and the Masonic Temple.
Polling places can be found on the
Coles County Website or The Daily Eastern News website
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

Siegel said Eastern has seen an increase in recycling rates over the past year
and they are aiming toward President
Bill Perry’s goal of 50 percent recycled
waste from Eastern.
Many students are unaware of the labeling change.
Patrick Muhne, a freshman kinesiology and sports studies major, said he
did not notice the “landfill” label, but
thought it was a nice idea.
“I think it’s a great idea if we are able
to get everyone caring and contributing,
but I believe that will be a hard task to
accomplish,” Muhne said. “People just
don’t think about recycling as a habit in
their lives.”
Brian Anzures, a freshman pre-medicine major, did not know about the
change.
He said he thinks distinctive bins will
help more people recycle.
“Not many people know what’s recyclable, where goes what and everything
like that,” Anzures said. “So putting your
garbage in certain areas and putting your
plastics in certain areas also makes it easier for the people who pick up the garbage.”
Anzures also said he believes a small
amount of people do not really care if
they put their trash in the recycling.
“Here at Eastern, I think they do a
very good job of putting (trash) in landfills and putting it in recycling.” Anzures
said.
Anzures said Eastern should utilize social media to promote going green.
“Trying to promote through social
media would be their first priority, and
then followed by doing other kinds of
campaigns,” Anzures said.
Muhne said Eastern could go about
the usual route of putting up flyers
around campus.
“What would be really good is the can
(could) be decorated or set up as a basket
net, where the students would want to
throw stuff in the recycling, showing off
their mad basketball skills like some people do in classrooms,” Muhne said.
Perry was unavailable for comment
on the recycling campaign.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.

EIU
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Now!
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Reelin’ for a big catch

Available Now, Summer or Fall 2015

Good Housing, Proven Management
1 person from $350-440
2 persons from $290/person
Groups of 3 or 4 RIGHT NEXT TO CAMPUS


woodrentals.com

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472

Check out our online
ad specials!
Clean! Comfortable!
AFFORDABLE!

Sidebar main page ads:
Sidebar inside page ads:
Banner main ad:
Banner mini ad:
Email Blast:

$75/7days
$80/7days
$90/7days
$60/7days
$50/5days

Call or text 217-345-4001
or visit eiuliving.com
Contact Rachel at 217-581-2816 or denads@
eiu.edu

JAR AD JARMON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Charleston residents Zachary Price (left) and father Kyle Price (right) fish at the Campus Pond Saturday. Zachary said he was
proud to catch more fish than his father.

1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE SUMMER & FALL

CLASSIFIEDS

*Quiet
locations

For Appointment
217-348-7746

*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 Lincoln Ave
Office Hours:
9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

Help wanted
Waitress wanted part-time. Apply after 4 pm. Need to be here during
breaks. Pagliai’s Pizza, 1600 Lincoln,
Charleston.
___________________________4/9

Sublessors
University Village- 1 BR, $735. Water,
cable, internet. Couples welcome, pet
friendly. Summer availability. 773-8418039
___________________________4/7

For rent
LOOKING FOR QUALITY HOUSING
FOR NEXT YEAR!? Check us out! 1-6
Bedrooms.
www.EIUforrent.com
217-345-2982
___________________________4/6
2015 School year:
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO
BUZZARD/DOUDNA - 2 & 3 BR, 1812
9th St.
sammyrentals.com
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673,
CALL OR TEXT.
___________________________4/7
For Rent Fall 2015. 2-4 BR house, 2
blocks from campus. W/D, dishwasher, great parking, and nice yard.
Call or text 276-7003.
__________________________4/10
4 BR, 2 bath home, 3-4 tenants (307
Polk Ave). Close to campus. Concrete drive, huge patio, and front
porch. Very well maintained! High
efficiency furnace, C/A, washer/dryer.
Contact Pam at 549-5402. Pictures
on Craigslist under address.
__________________________4/10
4 BR, 2 bath home. 3-4 tenants
(1526 3rd St.) On campus. Very
nice, clean, well maintained. High
efficiency furnace, C/A, washer/dryer. Nice private backyard and big
front porch.
Contact Pam at 549-5402. Pictures
available on Craigslist under address.
__________________________4/10
BOWERS RENTALS 1-5 BR homes…
All located south of Lincoln Avenue…Starting at $275/mo.
217-345-4001
eiuliving.com
__________________________4/10

For rent
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. One unit
left!
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374.
__________________________4/10
Now Leasing to Fall 2015- AffordableLarge, Beautiful and Spacious 1 and 2
BR Unfurnished Apts. On the Square
over Z's Music. Trash and Water InclLow Utilities- All New AppliancesLaundry On-Site- Apply 345-2616
__________________________4/17
4 bedroom 2 bath pats
Across from Lantz. Free cable/internet. Fully furnished. $380 a month.
$100 Sign-on bonus
217-345-3353
__________________________4/17
6 Bedroom house includes a studio
cottage for 1, 6 total 10 MONTH
LEASE 1906 11th, $275 each. Large
yard and patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-345-3273.
__________________________4/17
3-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each. A/C,
W/D, off-street parking.
217-345-3273
__________________________4/17
3-5 bedroom house 10 MONTH
LEASE 1836 11th. $275 each, covered
patio, A/C, D/W, W/D.
217-354-3273
__________________________4/17
WOW! SAVE $1700 off your lease
year!!! BrooklynheightsEIU.com MelroseOnFourth.com. Furnished, washer & dryer, balcony, walk-in closets,
free tanning, 24 hr fitness rooms.
Roommate matching available.
217-345-5515. ACT FAST!
Leasing@melroseonfourth.com
__________________________4/30
South Campus Suites 2 bedroom 1
bath townhouses available for Fall
2015. Fully furnished, all-inclusive
price $475! Call us today for your
apartment showing.
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT (7368.
unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Very spacious 5 bedroom house
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for
15-16! Great location, all-inclusive
pricing, W/D.
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT (7368)
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Properties available on 7th St. 5 or 6
BR houses. Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts.
Most utilities paid on apts.
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________4/30

For rent
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
Over 20 years experience.
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM
CAMPUS.
CALL 217-493-7559. MYEIUHOME.
COM
__________________________4/30
3 BR APTS, 820 Lincoln Ave. 1 block
from EIU, all kitchen appliances,
water & trash pd.
217-348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BEDROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS. REFINISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTERNET INCLUDED IN RENT! RIGHT BEHIND MCHUGH'S, LESS THAN A BLOCK
FROM CAMPUS!
217-493-7559.
myeiuhome.com
__________________________4/30
FOR SUMMER OR FALL: 1, 2, & 3 BR
APTS. as low as $285/person. All appliances, some with dishwasher, W/D,
or garage. Trash pd., some with water
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU.
Carlyle Apartments
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE NOW: Deluxe 1 BR apt.,
117 W. Polk. Stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd.
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
FOR 2015: 1, 2, & 3 BR APTS.
Carlyle Apartments
348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 to10x30 348-7746
___________________________5/4
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE.
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments. Great locations.
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
PPWRentals.com 217-348-8249
___________________________5/4

For rent
Fall 2015- 5 bedroom and 3 bedroom,
recently remodeled, free 50" LCD TV
included, one month free rent.
217-549-1628
___________________________5/4
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMICAL!
Apt. with 1 bedroom loft. Furnished
for a couple or single. $385 for 1 or
$435 for 2. 1/2 duplex- 1 block N. of
O'Brien Field for school year 20152016.
Call Jan 345-8350.
___________________________5/4
Available Summer and Fall 2015. 1, 2
and 3 apartments, water and trash included. Plenty of parking. Buchanan
Street Apartments. 217-345-1266
___________________________5/4
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK.
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
___________________________5/4
One house 3 people $250 each, 2 people $300 each. 11 month lease, W/D.
1521 11th Street. Call 549-7031
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 1 bedroom apartments, all
inclusive near Buzzard.
RCRRentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex
east of campus.
RCRRentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
3, 4 bedroom house near campus,
$275 per bedroom, includes all appliances and water/trash service.
217-273-1395
___________________________5/4

FOR RENT
ndlord witleh
Are you a la
availab
apartmenxtts year?
for ne
Don’t wait until it’s
too late!
Let students know
by advertising in our
Classifieds section!

Get them move-in ready!
To advertise, call...

581-2812

www.CharlestonILApts.com

THIS IS NO JOKE.....................
FIRST MONTH RENT FREE!!
SO MANY LOCATIONS!
THE MILLENIUM.. CENTURY CROSSING..
EAST VIEW.. CAMPUS EDGE.. THE COURTYARD..
SOUTH CAMPUS SUITES

YOU CHOOSE!!
UNIQUEPROPERTIES.NET

Avoid the clutter,
read the DEN online!

www.dennews.com

www.dailyeasternnews.com
Like us on Facebook and Twitter!
read. share. connect
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Jessica Wireman, a freshman pitcher, throws the ball to first base during the game against Jacksonville State Sunday at Williams Field. Wireman pitched 10 innings in the second game Saturday.

Softball team splits weekend doubleheaders
By Sean Hastings
Staff reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern softball team finished
its weekend of doubleheaders at 2-2
against conference opponents Tennessee Tech and Jacksonville State.
The Panthers took a game against
both teams because of pitching performances by freshmen pitchers Michelle Rogers and Jessica Wireman.
Eastern coach Angie Nicholson
was very happy with how well both
girls were able pitch.
“They’re doing great,” Nicholson
said. “They’re throwing better and
better every time they step out.”
Rogers believes with both pitchers
pitching so well, it gives them and the
team more confidence.
Rogers was on the mound in the
first game against Tennessee Tech
Saturday.

She pitched all seven innings giving up only one run, which was a solo
home run by sophomore Alyssa Richards which was the only run scored in
the game.
Rogers also allowed six hits and
struck out four batters in the loss.
Sophomore Danielle Liberatore of
Tennessee Tech was just too much for
the Panthers in the game as she also
pitched all seven innings allowing no
runs, striking out 15 batters and allowing only two hits.
Game two, Saturday, needed 10 innings to find a winner.
The Panthers came out on top winning the game, 3-2.
Sophomore Ashlynne Paul grounded to the pitcher for what looked like
an inning-ending play, but the first
baseman dropped the throw from the
pitcher allowing junior Jennette Isaac
to score the winning run.

Wireman pitched 10 innings in the
second game Saturday and held the
Golden Eagles scoreless until the seventh inning, where they tied the game
at two.
In her 10 innings of work, Wireman struck out 11 batters, walked
two and allowed just six hits.
With it being such a low scoring
game, Wireman knew the importance
of locating her pitches to get outs.
“They got up to 10 innings being able to see me pitch, so me hitting my spots was crucial,” Wireman
said. “That was the only way I was going to get them out and get outs for
the team.”
Nicholson said that getting a hardfought win like this would give the
team some more confidence going
into Sunday’s games against Jacksonville State.
Rogers was back on the mound

in game one for the Panthers against
Jacksonville State.
She pitched all seven innings and
was able to get the win Sunday.
Rogers allowed one run again giving the Panthers a 2-1 win.
In her seven innings, Rogers struck
out five, walked four and allowed
eight hits and seemed to have everything going for her especially her
screwball.
“I felt relaxed and confident in myself and my team,” Rogers said.
The score could have been 3-2 in
favor of the Gamecocks, but juniors
Jennette Isaac and April Markowski both threw out runners at home to
prevent them from scoring.
“(Markowski) and (Isaac) have
been on the money all year with those
shots,” Nicholson said.
She said that they are not only key
outs but also momentum changers.

Men’s tennis team loses 4th-straight game
Panthers take
No. 3, No. 4
singles matches
By Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern men’s tennis team
was handed its fourth-straight loss
at Jacksonville State, 5-2, Saturday.
The men now sit at 3-14 overall and 2-5 in the OVC with two
matches left in the season.
The Panthers have to win out in
order to qualify for the OVC tournament, which starts April 17 in
Nashville, Tenn.
The Gamecocks improved to
8-10 on the season and have won
two matches in a row after their victory Saturday.
Jacksonville State also improved
to 4-2 in conference matches as
well and sits atop the pack in fourth

place. Only Tennessee Tech, Eastern Kentucky and Austin Peay have
better conference records than the
Gamecocks.
The men added to their doubles
struggles once again, losing all three
matches making their record 8-32
overall.
The team has only won the doubles point twice all season at Chicago State and Murray State.
The squad won both of those
matches.
In the No. 1 doubles match,
Ja c k s o n v i l l e St a t e j u n i o r Pe dro Wagner and sophomore Jeff
Wendler-Filho defeated junior Robert Skolik and freshman Preston
Touliatos, 8-4.
Skolik and Touliatos now have a
record of 5-10 on the season, which
leads the Panthers.
No. 2 doubles went unfinished
at 7-6 in a close match between
Gamecock senior Felipe Diaz and
sophomore Jaryd Reese and senior

David Constantinescu and junior
Rui Silva.
In the No. 3 doubles match,
Gamecock sophomores Dylan Gee
and Mathias Chaim defeated the
Reiman twins, Grant and Trent,
8-6, to give the Gamecocks the
doubles point.
The Panthers only took the No.
3 and No. 4 singles matches, which
eventually gave Jacksonville State
the victory.
Eastern junior Ryan Henderson was given his first No. 1 singles
match opportunity since the Panthers faced off against Toledo back
on February 22.
The junior moved to 0-2 in the
No. 1 singles spot after losing to
Wendler-Filho in two sets 6-1, 6-3.
Skolik took his second-straight
singles loss bringing his singles record to 8-8 overall.
Skolik took the loss to Gee 6-4,
6-3, in the No. 2 singles matches.
This was Skolik’s first match in

the No. 2 spot since the Toledo
match as well.
Touliatos and Silva both won in
the No. 3 and No. 4 singles matches, which for the time brought the
match to just a one-point lead for
the Gamecocks.
Touliatos defeated Chaim 6-2,
6-2, and Silva defeated Wagner in a
tiebreaker 3-6, 6-2, 6-2.
Reese and Felipe Wenzel finished the match off for Jacksonville
State to seal the victory in the end
with victories over freshmen Jared
Woodson and Grant Reiman.
The Panthers will try to snap
their four-game losing streak next
weekend at the Darling Courts as
they host Morehead State and Eastern Kentucky to finish out the regular season. Both matches will begin at 1 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
Cody Delmendo can be
reached at 581-2812
or cddelmendo@eiu.edu.

Leading the Panthers offensively in the game was senior Hannah
Cole.
Cole hit a triple down the rightfield line that drove in Markowski
and Isaac, which were the winning
runs for the Panthers.
The Panthers fell to Jacksonville
State in game two, 5-1.
Despite losing the game, Nicholson does not think it was a bad game
and it could have gone either way.
The lone run for the Panthers was
scored by freshman Tori Johnson on a
Markowski single.
The Panthers conference record is
now 7-7.
Their next game will be against Ball
State Tuesday in Muncie, Ind.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.

»

CLASSIC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Junior Britten Petrey from the University of Illinois set the stadium record in the steeplechase with her time
of 10:33.08 seconds.
Brittany Smith, who competed unattached, broke the stadium record in
women’s shot put with her throw of
61 feet, 11 1/2 inches. Geneva Stevens,
who was also competing unattached,
won and broke the stadium record in
the hammer throw Friday.
A meet record was set by senior Curtis Wideman from Southern Illinois
in the men’s discuss with a throw of
184’06.” Freshman Alexis Duncan of
Grand Valley State set the meet record
for the women’s long jump with her
jump of 19’6”.
Another unattached competitor, Kristen Hixson, cleared 14’ in the
women’s pole vault, breaking the stadium record.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: @EIU_Baseball defeats Tennessee Tech Saturday, 14-2. The 23-game losing streak has ended.

S ports
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PANTHERS ‘SEE’ FIRST WIN

Wivinis pitches 7 innings in 14-2 victory
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
Eastern red-shirt junior pitcher
Matt Wivinis pitched seven and 2/3
innings and allowed two unearned
runs in the Panther baseball team’s
14-2 win over Tennessee Tech Saturday.
Eastern coach Jimmy Schmitz
said it was exciting to see Wivinis go out there and gives his team a
great opportunity at a victory.
“He was dominating,” Schmitz
said. “It was really exciting to see
that. It gave our hitters a sense of
confidence that he was going to go
out and just dominate, and he did.”
The Panthers got off to a 5-0 lead
after the first two innings. Eastern
scored four in the first and one run
in the second.
Eastern senior outfielder Caleb
Howell doubled down the left field
line, which drove in freshman outfielder Joe Duncan for the first run
of the game.
Senior third baseman Brant Valach drove in Howell with a single
to left field.
Red-shirt junior Demetre Taylor
hit a 2-run home run to right field,
which drove in Valach to give the
Panthers a 4-0 lead in the top of the
first.
Tennessee Tech pitcher Travis
Moths was taken out after only recording one out in the top of the
first inning.
Freshman infielder Cale
Hennemann added to the Panthers’ lead with a single to left center, scoring junior catcher John Devito to give the Panthers a 5-0 lead.
Eastern added another run in
the sixth after senior first baseman
Adam Casson homered to left field.
Panther second baseman Dane
Sauer thought getting out to a 6-0

KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Christian Slazinik, a redshirt-senior pitcher, pitches in the game Tuesday against Illinois State at Coaches Stadium. Slazinik had two runs in the game.

lead early in the game was a huge
help to Wivinis.
“I’m sure he was able to get a little comfortable with the lead,” he
said. “It kept getting bigger. He did
great.”
Tennessee Tech got on the board
in the bottom of the fourth inning
after senior Jordan Hopkins singled
through the left side, which scored
senior David Allen to cut the Panther lead to 6-1.
The Panthers jumped on junior

relief pitcher Trevor Maloney in the
top of fifth inning, scoring three
more runs.
Sophomore infielder Marshawn
Taylor was hit by a pitch, forcing in
a run to make the score 7-1.
Casson picked up his second and
third runs batted in of the night after he singled through the right side
to give the Panthers a 9-1 lead.
Taylor hit a three-run home run
in the top of the eighth inning to
give Eastern a 14-2 lead. He fin-

ished the game going 2-for-4 with
five RBIs, four runs scored and one
walk.
Howell and Valach finished the
game a combined 4-for-6 with four
runs scored.
Eastern improves its record to
1-23 on the season and 1-11 in conference play, and Schmitz said he
was happy to just see the team smiling again.
“They have been working hard
this entire time,” he said. “There

only has been a few down times. I
am really for them, team wise. This
finally came together, which is a big
win on Sunday. We will see where
this takes us.”
The Panthers return to action
Tuesday at Coaches Stadium against
the University of Illinois, in the first
game of an eight-game home stand.
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

Eastern clinches playoff berth Track, field teams
“We are focusing on
take 3rd at classic
playing to our
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN

The Eastern women’s tennis team
is headed to the Ohio Valley Conference tournament for its fifth-straight
season after a 5-2 victory at Jacksonville State Saturday.
The Panthers have won their last
7-of-8 matches and are currently on a
three-game win streak.
Eastern coach John Blackburn said
his team is playing its best tennis as
of late.
“We have been able to play very focused, positive and confident tennis a
lot lately, really just reaching for our
best tennis and being able to summon
it when we need it,” he said.
The Panthers picked up the all-important doubles point after the duo
of senior Sephora Boulbahaiem and
freshman Grace Summers defeated
Jacksonville State sophomore Claudia
Marsala and freshman Genevie Ulanday of Jacksonville State, 8-4.
Juniors Ali Foster and Hannah
Kimbrough defeated Jacksonville
State’s duo of senior Zoe Bizinos and
sophomore Diana Mirceta 8-1, in the
No. 2 doubles match.
Blackburn said the doubles play
was improved in Saturday’s match.
“I think that is trending in the

right direction,” he said.
The No. 3 doubles match of Panther sophomores Kelly Iden and Kamile Stadalninkaite and Gamecock
senior Danielle Kerindi and sophomore Sadey St. Amant went unfinished after it was 7-6.
The Panthers lone loss in their last
eight games, 7-0, came at the hands of
Southern Illinois Edwardsville, which
was the worst loss of the season.
Blackburn said his team has moved
past that loss and is continuing to
look forward.
“We aren’t really focused on losses
in our past,” he said. “We are focusing
on playing to our maximum potential
and competing as hard as we can.”
The Panthers picked up four wins
in singles matches, and three came in
straight sets.
Iden defeated Marsala 6-3, 6-3.
Foster continued her hot stretch
with a straight-set win over Gamecock junior Olivia Nguyen 6-1,
6-3. Also, Boulbahaiem defeated
Bizinos 6-1, 6-3.
“I was also very impressed with
Sephora, Kelly and Ali winning in
straight sets against good players,”
Blackburn said. “I think getting a win
against a tough team on the road, on
a very long road trip, is definitely a
confidence booster for us.”

maximum potential
and competing as
hard as we can.”

-John Blackburn,
Eastern head coach
Stadalninkaite defeated Kerindi in
the No. 4 singles match 7-6, 0-6, 1210. Summers was defeated by Ulanday, 4-6, 7-5, 10-7.
Also, Kimbrough was defeated 6-2,
6-3, by St. Amant.
The Panthers improve to 11-4 on
the season and 6-1 in the OVC after the win. Eastern currently sits in
fourth place in the conference behind
leader Murray State, Eastern Kentucky and Edwardsville.
Eastern has three games left on
its schedule, which include Belmont
on the road, followed by two home
matches against Morehead State and
Eastern Kentucky.
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men and women’s
track teams placed third at the EIU
Big Blue Classic over the weekend
at O’Brien Field.
Eastern had two first-place finishes in the 10k and the men’s
4x800 relay.
Panther junior distance runner
Derek Johnson won the men’s 10k
with his time of 31 minutes, 19.24
seconds.
The relay team for the men, which
included junior Mark Pedziwiatr, sophomore Miroljub Marin, senior Ephraim Dorsey and freshman
Michael Brown, posted a time of
7:48.50 and took first place Friday.
Saturday, four stadium records
and five meet records were broken.
Eastern took the 800-meter dash
for the both the men and women
with strong performances from junior Kristen Paris and Dorsey. Paris
had a time of 2:12.04, while Dorsey
ran it in 1:51.29.
Red-shirt junior Norvel Mohammed had a big day setting an East-

ern record winning the 200-meter
dash with a time of 20.60 seconds.
He is now second in the Eastern record books for the outdoor 200-meter dash.
Mohammed also tied for first
with senior Brandon Stryganek
from Illinois in the 100-meter dash
with his time of 10.54 seconds.
“I was seeing that I was getting
beat, and I was just thinking about
how I’m going to come back in this
race and at about 70 meters, I felt
like I got my kick in,” Mohammed
said.
Mohammed was also a part of
the 4x100 relay team with teammates Zach Booth, Calvin Edwards
and Jamal Robinson that took second place with a time of 40.53 seconds. Mohammed was the anchor
of that race.
The women’s 4x100 team, which
featured junior Angelica Anyaogu,
junior Briana Walker, sophomore
Anita Saffa and freshman Nyjah
Lane, also took second place with a
time of 46.46 seconds.
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